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PRESIDENT INAUGURATED ON MAY 22. Adolf Schaerf, the 


new Austrian President elected on May 5th, was inaugurated 
before a session of both Houses of Parliament on May 22. 

On the same day, the new Vice Chancellor and leader of 
the Socialist party, Bruno Pittermann, was presented to the 
Cabinet by Chancellor Raab. 

To mark the inauguration, the new Federal Army passed 
in review before the President at the Parliament Building. 


AUSTRIA DEPOSITS INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION TO 
AGREEMENT ON ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY. On May 
10, Dr. Karl Gruber, Austrian Ambassador in Washington, 
deposited the instruments of Austria’s ratification of the 
Agreement on the International Atomic Energy Authority. 


AUSTRIA ACCEDING TO AGREEMENT ON STATUS OF 
U.N. OFFICIALS. Envoy Matsch, the Austrian representative 
at the United Nations, has completed Austria’s accession to 
the Agreement of 1948 providing that United Nations officials 
of other countries acceding to the Agreement shall be exempt 
from taxation and legal prosecution. The Agreement ensures 
that United Nations officials and experts will enjoy the 
privileges which are necessary ‘for the independent exercise 
of their functions.’’ Austria is the 54th country to accede to 
the Agreement. 


FOREIGN TRADE SETS RECORD. According to the latest 
issue of ‘‘Statistische Nachrichten’’ (Statistical News), the 
total value of imports during March was 2,581 million schil- 
lings. The value of exports was 2,296 million schillings 

ne dollar equals approximately 26 schillings - Ed.). These 
figures are the highest yet in the postwar period. The trend 
toward a decline in the surplus of imports over exports which 
was noticeable even in February, continued during March. 

A comparison of the import and export balance shows a 
285-million schilling surplus of imports, which means that 
the deficit of the trade balance decreased by another 165 
million over February. For the first quarter of 1957, the 
deficit amounts to 1, 18 million schillings: this figure is, 
however, 551 million schillings, or 64 per cent, higher than 
that for the comparable period of 1956. 

In March 1957, imports were 19 per cent higher than in 
March 1956. Compared with February, imports of foods and 
luxury foods declined by 40 million schillings but imports of 
finished products rose sharply, i.e. from 737 million in 
February to 883 million in March. During March 160 million 
Schillings’ worth of passenger vehicles were imported. 


(Continued on page 2) 





“DR. PrN aR VICE-CHANCELLOR. The newly elected 
President‘of Austria, Dr. Adolf Schaerf, has now resigned 
from all his functions in the Socialist Party, including his 
position as head of its governing body. The General Commit- 
tee then unanimously adopted a proposal to turn over the 
chairmanship of the Socialist Party to Bruno Pittermann, lea- 
der of the Socialist bloc in the Austrian Parliament. It was 
also decided to submit Doctor Pittermann’s name to the new 


President as the Socialist nominee for the office of Vice- 
Chancellor. 





Biographical Data 
Bruno Pittermann was born in Vienna-on September 3, 


1905. In 1924 he registered as a student in the Faculty of 
Philosophy at Vienna University and, after specializing in 
the history of the Middle Ages, geography and philosophy, he 
graduated with the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Novem 
ber 1928. In the summer of 1929 he obtained his diploma as a 
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teacher of history. In the following year he registered as a 
student in the University’s Faculty of Law. 

After a period of teaching the humanities at a school for 
mechanical and electrical engineering, he was appointed Sec- 
retary of the Klagenfurt (Carinthia) Chamber of Labor in 1929. 
At first he worked in that organization’s education and libra 
ry sections and later in its social policy division. In 1934, 
after a period of unemployment following his dismissal for 
political reasons, Pittermann went back to teaching. While so 
doing, he continued his studies and passed other teaching ex- 
aminations, also obtaining his law degree. For political rea- 
sons, however, he was unable to graduate — this was in 1938 
- neither was he permitted to continue his teaching or to en- 
gage in legal practice under the Nazi regime. 

After the restoration of the Austrian Republic, in his po 
sition as secretary to Secretary of State Boehm, he entered 
the service of the former State Office for Social Welfare Ad 
ministration. In this capacity he played an active part in the 
reconstitution of the Chamber of Labor. In August 1945 he be- 
came First Secretary of the Vienna Chamber and in November 
»f the same year he was elected to Parliament. After leaving 
the Vienna Chamber of Labor he became Secretary, and later 
Administrative Chairman, of the Socialist bloc in both houses 
of Parliament. He was active on many Parliamentary commit- 
mittees and acted as the spokesman of the Socialist Party on 
numerous occasions. 

Dr. Pittermann is particularly interested in the unifica- 
tion of Europe and since 1952 he has been a member of the 
Political Affairs Committee of the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg. Not long ago he was elected one of the vice-pre- 
sidents of the European Assembly. 


U.S. ECONOMIC AID FOR AUSTRIA. On May 10, Chancellor 
Julius Raab and U.S. Ambassador Llewellyn FE. Thompson 
Signed two agreements providing for Austrian import of U.S 
farm surpluses worth approximately 640 million schillings up 
to the end of June 1958. Under the terms of the agreement , 
Austria will import 200,000 tons of fodder corn, 40,000 tons 
of wheat, 30,000 bales of cotton, 6,000 tons of fat and 
430,000 pounds of tobacco. Payment for the imports will be 
effected in schillings. 

It was agreed that approximately 260 million schillings 
of the schilling counterpart accruing from the sale of these 
products should be used to finance Austrian Government aid 
to Hungarian refugees. A substantial percentage of the 
counterpart funds is to be used for a long-term loan to finance 
a number of investment projects, some of which will benefit 
private business. The remainder will be allocated to the 
Austrian export program and for meeting expenditures of the 
United States Government in Austria. 

Chancellor Raab asked Ambassador Thompson to convey 
the sincere gratitude of the Austrian Government to the 
United States Government for this new and tangible evidence 
of understanding for Austria’s problems. The aid provided for 
in the two agreements will enable Austria to carry out ur 
gently needed investments in its economy and will greatly 
reduce the financial burden being borne by Austria in caring 
for the refugees from Hungary. The Chancellor emphasized 


that the two agreements were evidence not only of the sym. 
pathy of the United States for Austria but also of Americay 
determination to cooperate constructively with other nations 


Foreign Trade (Continued from Page 1) 

The increases in export activity were accounted fo 
primarily by steel, iron, paper and paper board. The greatest 
increase was in semi-finished products (up 177 million 
schillings), which is an indication of a marked increase jp 
steel and iron exports. 

The rise in imports and exports during the month unde 
review affected trade with the OEEC (Organization fo, 
Furopean Economic Cooperation) nations almost exclusively, 


HUNGARIAN REFUGEES ON HUNGER STRIKE. On May 7 
the three thousand Hungarian refugees housed at the Siezep 
heim camp in Salzburg went on a hunger strike. The immediate 
cause of the strike was the statement allegedly made bya 
representative of the United States Consulate to a group of 
refugees that the United States had definitely halted the 
emigration program and that exceptions would be made only 
in the case of families with relatives already living in the 
United States. Except for children under twelve, invalids and 
expectant mothers, the whole camp population took part in 
the strike. Spokesmen for the refugees declared that ‘they 
already suffered greatly and preferred to starve rather than 
to continue to live in uncertainty.”’ 

The strike was called off after four days. The refugees 
plan to await a reply to their memorandum to the United 
States and, according to a statement issued by their spokes 
men, they will resume the strike if no reply is received. Te: 
persons had to be put on the sick list for debility. One 
striker was hospitalized. 


HELMER IN APPEAL TO AMBASSADOR THOMPSON. 0» 
Friday, May 10, Minister of the Interior Helmer sent a tele 
gram to U.S. Ambassador Thompson in Vienna underlining 
the urgency of the situation that arose in connection with the 
hunger strike of the Hungarian refugees. A copy of this 
message was sent to Dr. AugustR. Lindt, UN High Commis 
sioner for Refugee Affairs at Geneva. 

Minister Helmer’s telegram reads as follows: ‘‘The vast 
majority of the Hungarians who have fled to Austriahave er 
pressed a desire to emigrate overseas. This desire is shared 
even by Hungarian refugees who have been integratedinto the 
Austrian economic system. In order to facilitate their depa 
ture from the country, all of the refugees who were registered 
for emigration to the United States were brought together in 
the Siezenheim camp. All necessary administrative steps 
were taken. The announcement that the United States cor 
siders the immigration program to have been completed anc 
that it was refusingto accept any more refugees gave rise 
despair among the refugees. To their consternation, these 
Hungarians, who had already been under severe stress, 5# 
their remaining hopes vanish. 

‘* have had repeated occasion to draw the attention 0 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugee Affairs 
and also of the missions and immigration organizations of the 
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Free World countries to the fact that the recent group of 
Hungarian refugees represent not only a human but also a 
political problem. The hunger strike at Siezenheim is an 
unmistakable warning signal. 

‘Unless the Free World pauses to reflect at this late 
date, there is danger that none of these unfortunates will be 
given any further consideration. Continuation or, even worse, 
an extension of the Siezenheim demonstration will result in 
unrestrained agitation behind the Iron Curtain. The United 
States surely has the means to settle the Hungarian refugee 
problem once and for all. 

‘In the name of the Austrian refugee authorities, I 
request, Mr. Ambassador, that you take all possible steps to 
induce the United States Government and Senate to alter their 
attitude on the subject of further immigration of Hungarian 
refugees. Austria will, of course, continue to lend its ser 
vices in bringing about a solution to the refugee problem, 
but it cannot bear the burden alone. 

‘‘The good wishes of the Austrian people, who have 
made many sacrifices in a humanitarian spirit during the past 
eight months, accompany you on your mission.”’ 

In response to this telegram, the U.S. Embassy in Vienna 
immediately initiated personal negotiations with Minister 
Helmer and his associates. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER LINDT VISITS MINISTER HELMER. 
Dr. Lindt, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugee 
Affairs, arrived in Vienna on May 13 and conferred at length 
with Minister of the Interior Helmer. During the talks he 
explicitly renewed the earlier pledge that transportation of 
the Hungarian refugees out of Austria would be completed 
by the end of the year. 


ANOTHER 1,268 REFUGEES LEAVE. According to a report 
recently issued by the Intergovernmental Committee for 
European Migration (ICEM), another 1, 268 Hungarian refugees 
have left Austria for homes overseas and in other European 
countries. The majority of this group were admitted by 
Canada and four Latin American countries; 56 went to Sweden, 


92 to France. During the first ten days of May, 30 Hungarians 


fled to Austria, bringing the total number of refugees -- ac 
cording to the figures of ICEM — to 171,249. Of this number, 
134,904 have found new homes in 32 different countries. 
SLIGHT RISE IN PRICE LEVEL. During April, price levels 
exhibited a slight upward trend. In that month, the wholesale 
Price index rose from 877 to 881, an increase of0.5 per cent. 
This means that the wholesale-price index was 5.5 per cent 
higher than it was one year ago. In the food industry, there 
has been an increase in the price of veal, producing a slight 
increase in the index of retail prices. In the wholesale field, 
the prices of certain raw materials (e.g. wool, flax, hemp, 
jute) dropped, so that the corresponding group index fell from 
1060 to 1058. 

UNEMPLOYMENT DROPS AGAIN -- AND BY 30 PER CENT. 
According to an announcement by the Ministry for Social 
Welfare, the number of jobseekers registered with employment 
offices at the end of April 1957 was 107,085, i.e. 50,814 
(47.5%) men and 56, 271 (52.5%) women. Compared with the 
figure for the end of March 1957, this represented a drop of 
47,051, or 30.5 per cent. 


SCHILLING BACKED BY 73 PER CENT GOLD AND FOR- 
EIGN-EXCHANGE RESERVES. The first General Meeting of 
the Austrian National Bank held after its reconstitution in 
conformity with the 1955 National Bank Act received a report 
that the total circulation of schilling notes at the end of 1956 
was covered by gold and foreign-exchange holdings to the ex- 
tent of 73 per cent. In the course of 1956, foreign-exchange 
reserves rose from a value of 1.2 to a total of 10.5 billion 
schillings. This amount is equivalent to import appropriation 
requirements for a period of about five months. Of the Natio- 
nal Bank’s 1956 net frofit of 68.2 million schillings, 9 million 
were allocated for a 6 per cent dividend, while the balance 
was added to the reserve fund. In its schilling revaluation 
balance sheet of January 1, 1957, the Austrian National Bank 
showed net assets worth 898.6 million schillings. (26 schil- 
lings equal approximately 1 dollar — Ed.) 

THE DEFICIT WITH EPU. The April balance of the Europ ean 
Payments Union (EPU) shows a deficit of 4,035,000 clearing 
dollars for ‘Austria as against 1,052,000 clearing dollars in 
March. However, since liabilities in EPU currencies amoun- 
ting to 1,214,000 clearing dollars have been settled bi- 
laterally during the course of the month (as compared with 
4,052,000 dollars during March), Austria’s overall EPU 
deficit for April was in reality 5,249,000 clearing dollars 
(as against 5,104,000 dollars in March, 3,652,000 dollars in 
February and 6,433,000 dollars in January). 


‘‘POPULAR INVESTMENT SHARES’’: QUOTATIONS RISING 
ON VIENNA STOCK MARKET. As of April 11, 1957, the 
common and preferred ‘‘popular investment shares’’ of the 
two major nationalized banking institutions — the Creditar 
stalt-Bankverein and the Oesterreichische Laenderbank — 
are listed on the Vienna Stock Exchange. The first quotation 
for both categories was 3 points above the issue price, i.e. at 
118 for the preferred and 138 for the common shares of the 
two banks. 


RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY: 
AUSTRIA SECOND AMONG OEEC STATES. The latest re- 
port of the Organization for European Economic Cooperation 
(OEEC) concerning developments in the European textile in 
dustry during the period 1955-1956 underlines the rapid ad- 
vances of the Austrian textile industry. Next to the German 
Federal Republic, Austria had the highest textile index of 
any OEEC member states. Taking the 1953 basis as equival- 
ent to 100, the Austrian index of textile production in 1955 
was 119 for the first quarter, 117 for the second quarter, 110 
for the third quarter and 123 for the fourth quarter. The quar- 
terly figures for 1956 were as follows: 124 for the first, 122 
for the second and 115 for the third. In the third quarter of 
1956, the West German index was 121, that of Sweden 114. 
The British index was only 89 and Denmark, with an index of 
84, stood at the bottom of the list. The average level for all 
OEEC states was the same as in 1953 (i.e. 100, as against 
the figure of 94 for the United States). ‘ 

In the production of synthetic fibers, Austria with an in 
dex of 149 came after Sweden (168) but ahead of Portugal 
(147), Italy (141) and West Germany (132), thus occupying 
second place. The average figure for all of the OFEC na 
tions was 127 during the second quarter of 1956. 
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AUSTRIA AS A TOURIST COUNTRY: A COMPARATIVE REVIEW 


In recent years, international] tourist activity has assumed 
unprecedented proportions. Austria’s position in this devel- 
opment is a highly favorable one: even though visits by tour 
ists from East European countries, once a very important fac- 
tor, are now practically non-existent, the increase in the num- 
ber of overnight accommodations recorded since 1951 is as 
large as that for the German Federal Republic and far greater 
than for the other neighboring states in the West. Foreign-ex- 
change earnings derived from the tourist trade have become 
an important item in the balance of payments of most of the 
OEEC (Organization for European Economic Cooperation) 
countries. In Austria, income from this source during 1956 was 
nearly sufficient to offset the deficit in the balance of trade. 

However, the upward trend in tourist trade is expected to 
taper off gradually. In seven Western states (including Aus- 
tria) the rate of increase in the number of overnight accommo- 
dations for foreign tourists dropped from 18 per cent in 1954 
to 17 per cent in 1955 and to 15 per cent in 1956. In Austria 
the drop was from 31 per cent in 1955 to 19 per cent in 1956. 


Favorable Business Conditions 
Activate Heavy Tourist Traffic 


Tourist developments in nearby competitor countries are 
of particular interest to Austria. These countries include not 
only Austria’s immediate neighbors but alsosome of the states 
next to these neighbors: depending on the situation, the flow 
of tourists from Germany, Switzerland and Italy is directed 
not only toward Austria but also to France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands. Each of the six countries mentioned is a transit 
route for tourists traveling to Austria from overseas, and the 
three immediate neighbors are transit countries for visitors to 
Austria from their own immediate neighbors. The competitive 
strength of these other countries is by no means an unimport- 
ant factor in the length of time a tourist will spend in Aus- 
tria. On the other hand, a visit to one of these neighboring 
countries may readily result in an extension of the trip to 
Austria. 

Since 1951 there has been a marked increase in tourist 
activity in Austria and the other countries mentioned. Up to 
1955, the number of overnight accommodations rose by 53 
per cent to a total of 95.7 million. Travel during 1951 was to 
some extent still subject to difficulties with foreign ex- 
change, war destruction of hotel facilities and occupation 
problems. It was not until 1953 that the real upswing in tour- 
ist activity took place. The rise in the number of overnight 
accommodations was most pronounced during 1954 and 1955. 
This number has risen by 26.5 million, i.e. 80 per cent of the 
increase since 1951 (32.9 million overnight accommodations). 
The annual rate of increase rose from minus 1 per cent in 
1952 to plus 12, 18 and 17 per cent in the successive years 
On the basis of partial data available, the figure for 1956 is 
estimated at 15 per cent. These figures indicate that the up- 
ward trend is leveling off and the OEEC prognosis that the 
rate of increase would remain stable is probably overly opti- 
mistic. (This prognosis is based primarily on the number of 
applications by foreigners for accommodations, which is not 
necessarily a suitable yardstick.) 


On the other hand, developments differed greatly fro, 


country to country. While the number of overnight accomn oda- 
tions in France and Switzerland rose only 20 and 43 per cent 
respectively, in the period between 1951 and 1955, ir 

tria and Germany it rose at the high rate of 129 per cent 
Italy, with an increase of 59 per cent, occupies an intermed} 


ate position; in Belgium and the Netherlands, the rate 


FOREIGN TOURIST ACTIVITY IN WESTERN EUROP! 
COUNTRIES IN 1955 
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crease was 78 and 100 per cent, respectively. In Austria, the 
absolute increase was also very high. Of the overall increase 
of 32.9 million, Austria accounted for 7.1 million or 22 per 
cent: this figure is only 3.7 million lower than that of Italy, 
which holds first place. Austria’s success is particularly note 
worthy considering that as late as 1951, the figure for over- 
night accommodations was still 14 per cent below that of the 
last pre-war year and that as a result of the loss of tourist 
trade from the countries of Eastern Europe (which accounted 
for 40 per cent of this trade before the war) it was necessary 
to recruit new tourists. In 1955, Austria rose from fourth to 
third position among the group of nations being considered in 
this context (outdistanced only by Italy and France) and its 
share of the overnight accommodations rose from 9 to 13 per 
cent. This was the first time that the Swiss tourist figure 
had been beaten, although only by 4 per cent. In 1956 this a¢ 
vantage rose to approximately 19 per cent. 


Large Percentage of Tourists from U.S. and Western Germany 


Tourist activity in Westem Europe is characterized by 
two outstanding trends: a preference for southern countries 
and the steadily growing number of tourists from the United 
States and the German Federal Republic. The number of over 
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FOREIGN TOURIST ACTIVITY IN WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES IN 1955 
Ov i 
ton, Percentual Share. ap 7 Non- 
in 1,000’s Aus- Switzer Ite Ger France Bel- Hol- Eng- U.S. 9Coun- Euro- 
1951 = 100 tria land ly many gium land land tries pean 
Austria 12.550°1 229°4 28 34 57°5 6'0 2°2 71 8°5 40 91°5 : 
Swit zerl and 12.101°9 142°5 14 60 21°3 18°0 72 62 18°1 9°0 87°2 15°2 
Italy 29.200 158°¢ 8 9°6 13°3 13°3 4°7 51 11°0 130 83'9 20°1 
Germany 7.6731 229°2 50 79 +8 82 79 131 8°7 15°2 698 20°6 
France 28.872'0 119°6 17 69 44 12°4 13°3 71 19°5 15°9 81'2 21°1 
Belgium 2.908"4 178°3 0°8 21 32 9°2 20°7 13°5 27°9 78 85°2 12°9 
Netherlands 2.3771 200°08 o's 41 20 26'8 79 80 - 142 13°9 77°7 22°1 
Total: 95.682°6 152°6 39 62 30 20°5 8°6 7°5 69 14°5 12°3 83'4 18°2 
1955 Mill. Over night accommodations 3°7 59 2'8 19°6 82 71 66 13°9 11°7 79°5 17°4 
1951 ,, as oe 19 5°5 23 48 51 5°9 41 13°3 78 50°7 14°2 
ght accommodations accounted for by Americans and Ger- ries with which close economic ties are maintained, it fol- 


mans in the six, or as the case may be, seven, countries dur- 
» 1955 was 31.3 million, or 33 per cent of the total rate, as 
pared with 20 per cent in 1951. The number of accommoda- 
for German guests rose from 4:8 million in 1951 to 19.6 
million in 1955 (i.e. from 8 to 21 per cent). The comparable 
cures for Americans were: 7.8 to 11.7 million (12 per cent in 
years). Of the total increase in frequency, additional 
visitors accounted for 45 per cent and additional 
for 12 per cent. Another 26 per cent came from 
ance, the N2therlands, Austria and Belgium. The increase 
the number of overnight accommodations for British, Italian 
and Swiss tourists in the countries under study was only 5 
per cent. The following countries, listed in the order of inm- 
portance, played a key role in the aggregate tourist trade of 
ven countries under consideration: Germany, England, 
e United States, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Switzer- 
and, Austria and Italy. Eighty-three per cent of all overnight 
accommodations were for tourists from these countries. 


‘ormar 


1cans 


Unfavorable Structure of Austria’s Tourist Trade 


rT 


The importance of the above-mentioned countries with re- 
spect to the individual tourist industries is extremely vari- 
ole (cf. Table). Germany comes closest to the desirable goal 
{f maximum diversification. The proportion of overnight ac- 
mmodations accounted for by most of these more important 
ountries of origin in 1955 was between 5 and 8 per cent and 
nly the figure for United States tourists reached 15 per cent. 
The lowest rate of diversification is found in Austria’s 
burist trade, where German tourists accounted for 58 per cent 
f the overnight accommodations booked by foreigners. The 
ourist trade in most countries is dependent on a relatively 
small number of countries of origin. Since the countries con- 
erned are in the great majority of cases neighboring count- 


lows that tourist activity is very dependent on economic and 
business trends in neighboring countries. Greater stability in 
the European tourist trade therefore largely devolves ona 
flow of tourists from outside Europe. 

In this respect the structure of Austria’s tourist trade is 
not favorable. Whereas in the other six countries considered 
20 per cent of the overnight accommodations in 1955 were ac- 
counted for by tourists from outside Europe, the correspond- 
ing figure for Austria was only 7 per cent. Of course, it must 
be kept in mind that in countries with overseas ties or high 
rates of emigration, the flow of tourists is necessarily grea- 
ter than in the other countries; thus, of the 17.4 million over 
night accommodations for tourists from outside Europe, Italy 
and France accounted for 12.2 million or 70 per cent. 

Of the countries under review, Italy, France, Austria and 
Switzerland were the preferred destinations of foreign tour 
ists in 1955: they accounted, in that order, for 31, 30, 12 and 
12.8 per cent of the total number of overnight accommodations 
booked in the seven states. Italy was the favorite goal of 
travelers from Austria, France and Switzerland. Belgian, Brit- 
ish, Italian and American visitors showed a preference for 
France while Austria ranked first among the destinations of 
German tourists. 

Austria exhibited by far the lowest diversification in 
both incoming and outgoing tourist trade. Seventy-one per 
cent of all overnight accommodations booked by Austrians in 
the six other countries were made in Italy. 


Differences in Foreign-Currency Earnings from Tourist Trade 


The significance of tourist trade to the national economy 
can be evaluated in terms of foreign-exchange earnings. Ac- 
cording to OEEC statistics, the income of the OFEC count- 
ries from tourist trade in 1955 was approximately 4 billion 


TOURIST TRADE ACCORDING TO COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN AND COUNTRIES OF DESTIN ATION 











Aus- Swit zer- Ita- Ger- France Bel- Nether- From...in 

7 To: tria land ly many gium lands 7 coun- 

From: 1,000 Overnight Accomodations tries 

SEER RCO _ 173°9 2.610 383'3 485 22°6 20°1 3.694°9 

Switzerland ...... 356°4 _ 2.800 6030 1.995 60°7 98°6 5.913°7 

RN a cgay a x caneoe ee 421°8 727°8 - 293°2 1.265 93°8 48°2 2.849°8 
eee aren 7,221°9 2.585°7 5.330 _ 3.581 267°7 637'1 19.623°4 

POMMEO  oeccccces 754'5 2.179°0 3.870 632'5 - 603°1 187°7 8.226'°8 

I a rasnidckannee 272°3 868°0 1.360 604°6*) 3.836 _ 190°3*) 7.131°2 
ee ae 872'8 745°0 1.490 1.002°6 2.050 394°0 6.5544 

EE ciscetacvonctene 1.064°2 2.195°9 3.220 664'9 5.626 810°3 338°1 13.919°4 

United States......... 507°2 1.093°8 3.800 1.166°3 4.607 225°7 329°9 11.729°9 
aS 1.532°8 4.720 2.322°7 5.427 430°5 527'1 16.040'1 (Continued on 

Total .. 12.5501 12.101°9 29.200") 7.6731 28.872 2.908°4 2.377" 95.682'6 age 8) 
Of this number, from outside Europe. 926°7 1.842°4 6.100 1.582°4 6.083 376°4 524°6 17.440°5 pag 









‘ 
‘ 





May Il, 1957 


Austrian Information 


a 


Pages 





INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT RECORD IN 1956. In the fourth quar 
ter of 1956 the gross value of Austrian industrial output a- 
mounted to approximately 20 billion schillings (or 0.8 billion 
dollars), making the year’s total a record. The food industry, 
including basic foodstuffs and delicacies, led the field with 
3.4 billion schillings worth, followed by the textile industry 
with 2.4 billion. Next came chemicals (1.9 billion), iron (1.5 
billion), machinery together with iron and steel construction 
work (1.4), iron and metal products (1.3) and the paper indus- 
try (1.2). Almost all types of business grossed more in the 
quarter than in the corresprring period of 1955. 


AUSTRIAN COAL PRODUCTION: 2.4 MILLION TONS. The 
Austrian Ministry of Trade reports that domestic coal pro- 
duction in April 1957 was 557,987 tons, as compared with 
536,648 tons in April 1956. During the first four months of 
1957, a total of 2.422819 tons of coal has been mined. 
Production during the comparable period of 1956 was 
2 325,577 tons. 


TREATY SHIPMENTS TO USSR: THIRD ANNUAL DELIV- 
ERY TERM AHEAD. The Austrian Commission on Compensa- 
tory Deliveries to the USSR recently approved additional or- 
ders for a total value of about 6.55 million dollars, covering 
the third annual term of Austria’s obligations under the State 
Treaty (from July 27, 1957, to July 26, 1958). Items passed 
by the Commission include orders for sheet steel, zinc-plated 
sheet metal, nitro lacquers, rolling-mill equipment, chemical 
apparatus, compressors, paper and wood manufacturing mach- 
inery with spare parts, as well as electrical measuring instru 
ments. The latest approvals increase the total orders confirm- 
ed for the third annual term to a value of approximately 12.6 
million dollars. Up to the end of March of this year, deliveries 
shipped on schedule to the Soviet Union under the second an- 
nual term, ending July 26, 1957, included goods worth a total 
of about 17.6 million dollars. 

In accordance with the agreement on compensation for the 

oil installations and industries formerly under Soviet admin 
istration, Austria has met her obligations for the second ar 
nual term in shipping 664,694 tons of crude oil to the Soviet 
Union up to the end of March of this year. 
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK LOAN TO AUSTRIA. The Export- 
Import Bank of Washington has granted to the Alpine Montan 
Company, an Austrian iron and steel mill, a credit of $20 
million, which will help in the financing of a program of 
modernization and replacement of some obsolete facilities. 
This program is being undertaken in order to make the com- 
pany’s products more competitive with those of other Furo- 
pean steel companies in the Furopean market. 

About half of the total cost of the program, which in 
cludes the construction of buildings and auxiliary facilities 
at various plants located in Styria, will be financed by the 
company out of its own resources. The credit obtained from 
the Export-Import Bank will be used to pucharse from U.S 
manufacturers equipment required for a wire rod mill, a hot 
strip mill, a merchant tubing mill, and an alloy rod and bar 
mill. (The loan will be guaranteed by Austria’s two largest 
banks the Creditanstalt-Rank verein and the Oesterreichische 
L anderbank. ) 


ESTIMATED 700,000 AMERICANS TO VISIT EUROPE. o,. 
ficials of travel ser.ices on both sides of the Atlantic ¢. 
pect that tourist activity this year will far outshadow that of 
any previous year. It is estimated that some 700,000 Amer. 
cans will travel to Europe and spend about one-and- 
billion dollars there. 

It is believed that Paris, London, Rome and Madrid wij; 
attract the largest number of American visitors. However, the 
increasing flow of American tourists to Vienna, Amsterdam. 
Brussels, Copenhagen, Dublin and Edinburgh shows then 
less inclined to concentrate on a few centers and trying 
see more of Europe as a whole. According to American ky. 
press Company estimates, 60,000 Americans will visit Viep. 
na this year. (In the past year, 160,000 Americans visite; 
Austria; the total number of overnight stays was considerably 
higher, amounting to roughly 700,000.) 


I @half 


SCHWECHAT AIRPORT TO BE COMPLETED IN 1958. The 
frame of the air terminal at Schwechat airport in Vienna wil] 
be completed during 1957 and will be open for operation in 
1958. The terminal, which wil! be one of the most modern in 
Furope, is already a building of impressive proportions. The 
general waiting room alone measures 262 x 262 ft. The contr! 
tower, which is adjacent to this building, will be 115 ft high. 
The extension of the main runway from its present 6,500 ft. 
to 11,500 ft. will be carried on concurrently with the con- 
struction of the terminal. When this project is completed the 
runway will be capable of meeting the demands of the largest 
airliners and jet aircraft. 


VIENNA REPORTS MOUNTING AIR TRAFFIC. Until! recent 
ly, 16 airlines have maintained regular service via Schwecha 
airport in Vienna. At the end of April, this figure had rise 
to 18, following the establishment by the Bulgarian TABS 
airline (on 14 April) of a twice-weekly flight to Vienna, an 
a daily two-way flight between Vienna and Hamburg initiated 
by the German Lufthansa line on April 28. Lufthansa is als 
including a stop at Vienna in its weekly flights betwee 
Hamburg and Baghdad and between Baghdad and Hamburg. 


ROCK AROUND THE RAILROAD BRIDGE (VIENN 
DIVISION). On Sunday, May 5, while the citizens of Viem 
were going to the polls to cast their votes, half a doze 
youthful dance enthusiasts apparently concluded that th 
floor of their dance hall was no longer adequate. They s 
about to find something more to their liking, and their choi¢ 
fell upon a railroad bridge. To the bewilderment of the pa: 
sers-by, the young people engaged in a wild, double-jointe 
dance, blithely disregarding the ‘‘go ahead’’ signal on tht 
tracks. They also paid no attention to the warning whist 
of the passenger train scheduled to cross the bridge at 6:1! 
p.m. 

In order to prevent a serious accident, the engineer h® 
no choice but to stop the train until the dancers had yielde 
the right of way. The delay, it was officially stated, laste 
a full three minutes. Two police patrols attempted in vain 
apprehend the dancers. 
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“AUSTRIAN BUILDING CENTER" BEING ESTABLISHED. 
The associations of Austrian building materials dealers — the 
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industry, woodfiber sheet-board and construction 
ompanies, brick works, asbestos-cement and cement manu- 
facturers and lime producers — have founded an “‘ Austrian 
puilding center.’’ The functions of the new organization will 
not be concerned with construction and planning but with the 


establishment of a permanent exhibition of building materials 


ceramic 


at which the lumber, iron and metals, stone and eagth prod- 
ycts, glass, chemical products and plastics producers will of- 
fer a comprehensive display of all foreign and domestic prod- 


yects available on the market for rough and finished construc- 
tion and interior decorating. Plans call for the continuous ex- 
pansion of the display as new items are developed. In addi- 
tion to the permanent display, there will be special architec- 
exhibitions, meetings and other events in the building 
f the former Liechtenstein Palace and in the 20,000-square 
meter area of the Palace gardens. For example, it will be 
possible to exhibit building machinery and finished houses 
in the gardens. 

In addition to the display rooms, the Center will include 
lecture halls, a film projection room, reading rooms and corm 
ference rooms with all types of equipment and a compre hen 
sive collection of specialized publications and literature. In- 
terested parties will be able to obtain information, free of 
charge, from the Center’s specialists. 


PERMANENT U.S. PAVILION AT VIENNA FAIR GROUNDS. 
The United States Embassy in Vienna reports that the comer 
stone for the permanent American pavilion at the Vienna Fair 
sounds has now been laid. It is expected that the building 
will be completed in time for this year’s Fall Fair (September 
8-15 


The pavilion is being erected within the ‘Hall of 
Nations’’ area, where the U.S. exhibition was held during the 
1955 and 1956 Fall Fairs. Plans for the structure, which will 
be of contemporary design, have been drawn by the Walter 
Dorwin Teague Associates after being commissioned by the 
International F airs Office of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 





Readers ate invited to reprint or quote material from 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 





CONGRESS OF AUSTRIANS RESIDING ABROAD TO BE 
HELD IN VIENNA IN 1957. This year’s meeting of the 
Organization of Austrians Residing Abroad will be held in 
Vienna from September 14-16. It is being held there at the 
invitation of the municipal government. The dates for the 
meeting were chosen in accordance with the wishes of 
humerous Austrians from abroad who will be visiting the 
city for business reasons on the occasion of the Vienna 
Fall Fair. 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





KRENEK PREMIERE AT URBANA, ILLINOIS. Ernst Krenek, 
the Vienna-born composer, has found a producer in Ludwig 
Zirner, the Vienna-born chief of the opera department of the 
University of Illinois; not surprisingly, therefore, the world 
premiere of Krenek’s new opera, The Bell Tower, was recent- 
ly staged at the Urbana campus as a feature of the 1957 Fest- 
ival of Contemporary Arts. (The opera had been commissioned 
for this purpose by the Chicago Fromm Foundation and the 
University of Illinois. ) 


“THE POTTING SHED'’ AND ‘‘THE DIARY OF ANNE 
FRANK" TO BE SEEN IN VIENNA. The Vienna “ Theater in 
der Josefstadt’’ has acquired the rights to Graham Greene’s 
latest play, ‘‘The Potting Shed’’ and the first performance of 
a German-language version will take place at the end of Sep- 
tember under the title ‘‘Das Geheimnis’’ (The Secret). Helene 
Thimig and Leopold Rudolf will star. ‘‘The Diary of Anne 
Frank’’ by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett will also re 
ceive its first Austrian performance at this theater under the 
direction of Karl Guttmann from the Royal Theatre in The 
Hague. For the Vienna Festival in June, the Josefstadt will 
present a new production of Lessing’s ‘‘Nathan the Wise’’ 
staged by Karl Heinz Stroux. 


1958 INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL SYMPOSIUM PLANNED 
FOR BAD GASTEIN. The Second Medical Clinic of Vienna 
University has selected Bad Gastein as the site of the Third 
International Symposium on radioactive isotopes in clinical 
application and research. The Symposium is planned for Jan- 
uary 7 te 10, 1958. 


“INTERNATIONAL LABOR FILM WEEK" IN VIENNA. 
The Second ‘‘International Labor Film Week” is scheduled 
for Vienna from June 30 to July 7. Movies to be shown during 
the event will deal with social policy problems, trade union 
questions and film problems specific to the general subject. 


SALZBURG EXCAVATIONS REVEAL LARGEST ROMAN- 
ESQUE CATHEDRAL NORTH OF THE ALPS. Excavations 
started this spring under the Salzburg Cathedral and the ad 
joining ‘‘Residenzplatz’’ have furnished evidence that the 
five-nave Romanesque cathedral of Salzburg, erected by St. 
Virgil in 767-774; had been the biggest cathedral built in 
this style north of the Alps. Only a few Italian and French 
cathedrals of the period equalled the size of the ancient Salz- 
burg church which, after several conflagrations, was razed to 
the ground in 1498. The excavation of parts of the foundation 
and discovery of valuable individual items cast new light on 
the historical importance of Salzburg as a cultural link in the 
Central European area in the early Middle Ages. 
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AUSTRIA AS TOURIST COUNTRY (Cone‘d. ) 

dollars, of which about 1 billion came from the dollar area. 
Except for Norway, Sweden and England, all of these count- 
ries showed a surplus in foreign-exchange derived from tour- 
ist trade. Of the seven countries, the earnings of Germany 
and Switzerland were the highest in this respect, followed by 
Italy, France, Austria, Belgium and the Netherlands. 


Slowdown forecast 


Assuming that an estimated one-fifth of the 95.7 million 
overnight accomodations were accounted for by the profes 
sional tourist trade and that vacation travelers -- judging by 
usual lengths of stay and customary travel arrangements -- 
spend an average of 10 days in foreign countries, approxi- 
mately 7 million foreigners traveled in the above-mentioned 
seven countries and about 700,000 were from countries 
outside Furope. The remaining 6.3 million tourists amount to 
only 4 per cent of the population of the countries concerned. 
This is a surprisingly low percentage and it does not change 
substantially even if we assume a period of stay for less 
than 10 days. 

Despite large-scale tourist programs, group arrange 
ments, etc., a trip abroad will continue to represent a serious 
outlay for the average budget of a European. On the basis of 
observations made thus far, the great majority of persons 
traveling abroad at the present time are childless couples 
(in most cases both are gainfully employed). Thus far, 
motorization has promoted travel abroad, but primarily be 
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FOREIGN-EXCHANGE BAL ANCE SHEET 
FOR THE TOURIST TRADE IN 1955. 


Receipts 
per Over- 
Receipts Disburs- Belance night Acco 
ments Total with OEEC modation. 
in Dollars 
Mill. $ 


Austria 82'0 19°9 + 62'1 + 49°4 
Switzerland 2399 95°0 +1350 + 100°6 
Italy 211° 21°4 +190'1 +113°9 
Germany 2761 2088 + 673 + 23 
France 1910 157°5 + 33° - 315 
Belgium- 

Luxembourg 59°1 414 17°7 - 101 
Netherlands 57°0 600 30 19°0 
England. 3090 346°0 — 370 190°0 
Nor way. 32°0 45°0 130 18°5 
Sweden .. 58°0 680 - 10°0 — 220 
Denmark 591 414 + 17°7 — 101 
United States 6450 1.155°0 —510°0 —333'0 
Canada 328°0 449°0 —121°0 55°0 


cause the owners of vehicles have usually been able 
afford an automobile and a trip outside the country 
‘little man’’ with a car, who is entering the picture in eve 
increasing numbers, is notas a rule able to do this 

Besides, a not-overly-optomistic evaluation of 
developments is likely to act as a safeguard against pr 
mature investment. While it is true that at the height of the 
season (July, August) bed space always lags behind demand, 
supply cannot reasonably he expected to keep up with peak 
summer demand. For this reason, efforts must be concer 
trated on obtaining visitors for the periods before and after 
the season. 
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